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. Together with a PosT.SCRIP'T fo the-Com- | 


ANAFTEEND, 1X,|- 1 


CONCERNING.- 


1 nequall Nias 


To be repreſented * . 
To the Generall Aflembly of the Kirk of 


SCOTLAND: 


mitsioners of the K1 R K; REEF 
Whereuntoi is ſubjoyned 


Humbly tendred tothe  , _ 1 
Parliament of ExncGLland, : 
In reference to the late Tranſlations of Stare. - i 


. Andnow laſtly is added wr 
A Faithfull and Conſcientious Account | 


F OR 


9 < ubſcribing the Engagement. 


By T bomas Paget, Miniſter of the VVord | þ 
. in SHREWSBURY. .-* 4 


1 <"Y 
Jer. 6.16, Thus ſaith theLord, Stand ye in the Wayes and ſee, rand a5h for the olds} * * 
Noh, which is the good way,thd walk therein,and ye ſhall find reſt fo r your ſouls. 
John 8.3 1,32. Then ſajd Jeſus 10.thoſe Diſciples which belicved ol bim, If ys con- 
rinue in my word then are ye my diſciples indeed, and ye ſhall know.1 the rrusb 4nd 
the truth ſhalt make you free, 
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To the Reader. 


EAlHis laſt addition mentioned in 
thetitle of thele following dil- 
' courles,fhould have come fosth 
eight moneths ſince; but many 
occaſions intervening, and a- 
| mong rhem the Author obſer- 
Ying that many learned diſcourſes were about 
that time publiſhed by others onthe ſame argu- 
-ment, he thought the world would have lefle 


need of his, but finding ſince that time (beſides 
"the perlwaſzon of ſuch as had viewedit, to 
* whoſe judgement he owed much) many nota- 


+ble things cometo paſſe in the event of affairs, 
=jn a manner then foretold to thole of that fa&ti- 
.0n (pretended to bethe old Presbyterian) to 
-whom the advertiſement agreeing with the 
ſcope of the book, was particulaily direted and 


many. 


Ee ee, rn _ 
% 


-% Ts +” Law 
A +, *4 


many' dangerous conjunttions fince-diſcoye- 


red (which were then forelcen, when they ſee. 
med to be: moſt conceal d ) repenred him nor 
chat.it was defer'd till now, having more hope 
thatafter ſo many*means of conviction, they 
might be now found the willinger to open 
their ears to thatevidence of truth which is laid 
before them, inducing them with the ſame ſo- 
lidity and clearneſſe of Reaſon to ſubmitto the 
Engagement, as he had done before, in exhor: 
ting them toa peaceable' complrance with the 
preſent Government, though then for ſome 
private Reaſons, under the aſſumed name of 
TretoPniLus PHILOPATRIUS. And 
thus much was thought good ro be prefixt to 
the former advertiſement, which now follows, 


By the ſame friend'to pure Religion 
___andhis Native Countrey. 
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An Adverti yſement by way of Preface 
to the 


_ 


nad fin Phrring of 
England and treland,. + 
dS&He reverend Author of thele ſe- 
4 'yeral Diſcourſes following , 
S2 though « ftranger to'me, 

Ba pears —_ out the whalk 
S257 Wy Treatiſe, to be of that judg- 
mentin (burch- Diſci iplin which i is called Presby- 
terian, but far di rene from fome. opinions- 
which ſo many of thoſe; whoin theſe e days 
aſſume that name,bave undet thar pretext lately 
broached 7 among us, with Yack' diſturbance of 
the Peace,, and Civil Magiſtracy of the Land, 
His yeers | likewiſe e Fohorag in a paſſage of his 


Book, with © ther fea jc us tv believe 
kim! more then Fig by nf, "Bath ih this 
writings of the good on on- ori} iſt of this 


on, 2nd the acquaintance and amiarity 4 
many grave ye and wir ; Minh ef whoſe fair 


and c wnftancy,.  :endpred 'the tryals of" wu 
ctr | 


cutions ae Fe undet the ok * 


Fg, y a 
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© "Whereby' the "world may know *( beſides 


what hath been _— ſhewn in ſeveral other 


Treatifes,and chiefly from. Hiſtories of the Scot- 


i/þ Refarmation,penned bythe moſt eminent of 
the Presbyterians, © arid principal managers of 
thoſe Affairs) that theſe ſubſcribers in London of 
the Repreſentation, Vindication, Cc. againft-che 
tryal of the late King, &c. and'their copartners 
in ſubſcriptions on the ſame accompt in Lancas 
ſhire, Eſſex, or any other County of: England, 
with the Presbytery of Belfaſt in Treland (as 
mahy of them, at leaſt, whole countenance, of 
narltes, have not been made uſe of without 
their knowledg) are not as they profeſs to be,the 
followers of thole ſincere, and pious men of this, 
or other Reformed Proteſtant (ountreys, whole 
dofrine, and boly life, in the midſt of all kinde 
of ſufferings (unto which they were then ex- 
poſed) hath yer left a Religious memory of a ſweet 
fmellng favor behinde-them. © I 
Which Contratenor of thele mens,appears not 
onely in; thoſe aſſumed Yindications, with their 
other /lightings of the preſent Authority, and de- 
faming the ighes gower placed over them fn 


the manage of thei? truſt ; and theſe Repreſen-, 


tations attended in odium tertii by an wmathral 
BY coition 


ha 
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z 
- 


etinth em i IRE "abe >. 24. "I Cue Ls; 


. againſtthe'Prelatical,or have had the opportunity 


"dition'ia fo palpable Pipe wickthe tionlwine-— 
ſpirits of their old, and (by themſelves declared) 


inrveterate enemies ; of that part of their old and 
once owned friends, which is now become un- 
to them a principal abomination, by reaſon of 
thoſe their late avowed and purſued principles, 
moſt inconfitent with their intereſt, and of the 
rude multitude, of whoſe crying one day Hoſan- 
nab,and by and by Crucifie, they need not more 
experience : They all this while not foreſceing 
how naturally theſe courſes do tend to ſettle on 
their own heads,by their own hands, thoſe very 
evils, whereof they are moſt afraid. 

But -alfo that they may be ſure to keep 
diſtance from.-their moſt faithful and inward- 
ly- approved friends, their countermining is yet 
more evident (a new opportunity to ſhew them- 


ſelroes ariſing) in their, tenacious adhering to let 


ys of Humiliation, 1 ſition to occaſional , 
herein the opinion,and prafiice of the Reformed 
(Churches, and eſpecially of the (hurch of Scot» 
land (with whom they moſt plead to have 111- 
formity) 1s-cleerly no leſs againftthem,' of the 
which, ſuch £ them as fave cither been con- 
mTerſant in their Writings, about their Diſcipline, 


of 


(| 


diane with cheix Commiſiioners in 

the Hjembly at Weſtminſter, or elſewhere, cat» 
not poſſibly haye any colour to plead LPNOY GEE... 
''Intoboth of which. ſo oppatite aſpects, that 
they did not upon theix own prixciples chaſe to 
fall, but were indeed by emergence of ecturjiences 
furprizing them, driven ;; is very apparentby 
that reads Teſtimony,which the mol forward of 
them ar firft : were obterved to give (belides 
former exprefsons that way looking) to the very 
Remonttranterof che. Amy, ! in, what noncorned 
even. the: calling of-the Aung ro account, : and. 
afterwards ſo perfedtly falling ow with 1t, by. 
_ of the maner of doing, viz; The:ſuſpaifion 

of ſome Members of Purliament,&c.The which 
maner noewichitanding made voyd,does Freep 
along with nt {whereof they cannot be jguo- 
rune) the Alpha and Omegs of their friends tranſ- 
Bins, forrhe re-eſtabiofWentand preſervation of 
"Prexbytery; Ec. in Scorldud, againſt the Proley- 
tal inandations,they having in the: beginning of 
theſe conflifts,,no Parbument,cill their Fame) 04 
*ing' their orher addrefſes, begar bath it; ad 
their aſſumbiy_; and chat Parkamrent in a few 
Fucceſſrons deyenerating ; thele again with their 
own ſword: afsifted . with the fv/lowert-of their 
copy 


vin this Laid having alrdgetlier 0vertamusd 

| ie bne and cur'out NY Parliament in affect 
}- of another Conſlitution of Members,and eaxaniuex 
| paſſed ſentence of Non-Communion in an Admonis 
| tion pon the acqwzeſcers in the ſettlement of this 
| Nation, upon the ConcefSions at Newport as being 
! deſtra#iveto thefpecially profeſt Intereſt of them- 
ſelves, and their Presbyterian friends in England, 
| The which acquiefcers ſecing they were thoſe 
| very heterogeneous Members, who could not bur 
| lerany hwikiing;lave' on that foundation, till hey 
| were taken our of the way , what a chain of 
| ſecurity, their continuance at the tern, might 
| have framed, the confideration of the links of 
| theiradherents, iy Belfait, Ormond,Cc. 
| Yerywleg on: who tackivllowiGe Gnkbes 


will help chemſelves to give judgment. | 
| Tris heartily therefore wiſhed by me(and with 


| me, Idonbenoe; bur byaththole who duely 
ponder the preſent carriage of the moſt of them.) 
Thar if their judements beindeedndineq tothe 
| Prechytrrianway, chey would be more cautiluis 
| inthe offering to encage'a whole Party, in what 
{ is too too evidently the meer driving on of the 

ſelf-intereſtsf ſome diſcomented perſons , and 
indeed apply themſekves without partiality = 

the 


Ce Io Sh <—_ zE 03... ——_— *T Pap” v=o - % 


the Law and Teſtimony, as they have this aged, 
and'rerverend Author, in theſe his grave and ju- 


Hierww?©D iſcuſiions (upon ſpecial keaſon, weſte 


directed 'to thoſe our neereſt neighbors of Seor- 
land) for an example, together with ſuch other 
worthy ancients, whether in yeers or underſtand- 
ing, which do yet remain exemplary, who. (be- 
ing of a fuller age in controverſies of this nature, 
then-by ſuch as ſatisfie themſel-ves. to ſwimin a 
ſtream, is attained). by reaſon of uſe harve their 
fences exerciſed to.diſcern, and are become more skil- 
ful'in the word of righteouſneſs,and ſhine with great- 
er brightneſs, in the rendrmg of what i-due unto all, 


as ordained of God. And that they would timely | 


ceaſe their cauſing of many to ſtumble (an ervil of 
old complained of-by the Prophet, as raigning 
in the Miniſtery of that generation, ſee and con- 


fider Mal.2.7,8,9.)and that they would not go | 
onto render themſel-ves contemptible before the peo- 
ple, by their corrupting the-Couenant;, which is the 


main ſcope -of this premiſed Advertiſement to 
theſe: Leaders-of the owver-credulous ,” into the 


Jaare wherein they have.led themſelves captive. 


By a Friend to pureReligion, 
' and his Native ( ountry.. 
"TY 


Religious "Scrutiny: 


Or an important, expedient 


'e 

s BY ESELON 
op | To be repreſented ro the 

il- | GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
"ll | +.24- 11-4 Of the Kirk of - © © 
Ml, | | SCOTLAND: 

ly | Touchin 'the len n and nullity of ſorne 
of inde: of . unequal Marriage , boviirma 
'S As a coſetgry ro the late Neceſſary and Seaſonable 
n- T eftime againſt T oleyation, 1n reference tq BelieYs + 

70 [ Fer rom the Commſh oners of the Kink. 

bn | 035 0 Preamble to the Queſtion. | 
mime aT is moſt humbly and Gocerely deſired; 
P QDSY. That the Reverend, and ol wile 
1 |} » «L Paſtors,. and Elders 'of Scothlayd ,. cots 
E WW . yeening.in the Generel eAſembly of the 


| ; SQ Kirk, may be pleaſed to take ke 
XY: ck and mature deliberations, the en- 
bing -Queſtien of grand importance and. 


4 ied to He ren png cbs th 
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0 2) | 
lution of the caſe in hand, may argue; not onely their uaſeign- 
ed and impartial zeal againſt Toleration, in reference to. Reli- 
gion, ( which the neceſfary and ſeaſonable Teſtimony from! 


their Commiſſioners of the Kirk, with their Admonition and 
Exhortation unto their Brethren in England; together alſo 


with the Concarrence of the Eſtates in Parliament, allowing, 
and atreſting the ſame ; and a Letrer likewiſe: from the ſaid 
Commiſſioners, to the Miniſters of London Province, dated at 
Edinburg, 7an.18. 1649. do fairly and learnedly precend un- 
to, and in the judgment of Chriſtian charity, do piouſly con- 
rend for, according to the Scriptures, but alſo may cend to 
inſtruR and eſtabliſh pure hndes, ſtadious of truth and. 
in this conjunure. of cloudy-and ſcrupulous emergencies, Oc- 
caſioned by the extraorfinary overtwres and myſterious: tranſ- 
aftions ob the \Plrliamtents , and Souldieries in England 4nd 


Scotlaxd ; even in the one Nation, as well as in the other, both -_ 


in the State and Church affairs. But let the Aſn be ingenu- 
ous, punua), ſolid, plain, ard cleer, grounded-bn the holy and 


good Word of the eternal God; and let it be truly weighed in- 


the batances of the Saxtnary, which deceive not, nor can be 
deceived. For. fo.it 'becometh' the3rwrb which is after goali- 
_— | RR l 
 This'is brorherly and wwodeſtly requeſted by an Engliſh Mini- 
fter of 'the- Goſpel, in his meaſure zealouſly fete ed to-the 
honor of the trne God, and fincerely loving to his moſt endear- 


ot native Country , and a hearty wel-wiſher of the beſt good 


unto theirs ;::who- hath now about- the: ſpace of fourty yeers 
ſerved God with his Spirit in the Gofpe! . preaching the Word in 


ſeaſon; and out of ſeaſon ; :reproving, rebuking, and exhort- 


ing, with all /o#p-/uffering and doftrine (ſave in fome intervals, 
when a firſt,” ſecond, and third time hindered; and reſtrained 


by Prelaticnd ſuſpenſion , and Tyrannical. perſecution for the. 
Tiftimony of Jeſus Chriſt,” and thereby neceſſitated to keep: | 


ſilence, till the 5ndignation was'overpalt'; ) and who ſtill aged, 
endeyoreth diligently and induftriouſly, according to his capa« 


city; ability; and opportunity ; the propagating af the Goſpe/,. 
2nd Xinitons of Ci the utter exrtit Lind cnn | 
29-1; Ch | 's) - 
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(ED, 
of Popery, Prelacy, Superſtition, Herefie, Schiſm, and Prophane- 
neſs, a che car of- the ; wir Dio ben 
Chriſt in Presbyteries and Synodvin all Churches, joying great- 
ly, in bcholding ſuch order, and contributing prayers, That no- 
torious Delinquents may in adue way, be cenſured and pro- 
 ceeded nies , according as: the natzre and degree of their 
offence may require, in doing j»ſtice and judgment upon them ; 
hat ſo the Lerds people may not be left to oppreſſors , whoſe 
defignes and machinations do portend to make -voyd God, his 
 hely, juſt, and good Laws, and Ordinances. 


The Queſtion. 


vV Hether the marriages of men, profeſſing the true Religi- 
on of God, atcording to the Faith of Gods elett, and 
 achnoWledging the Truth, Which # after godlineſs ; contratted and 
made With the idolatrous daughters of a Tran e god, and through 
ſtrong deluſion, beleeving alye, after the working of Satan, in all- 
deceiveableneſs of unrighteouſneſs ; ought not in a due way to be 
ſeparated, and made voyd, . as being a nullity (de jure) from rhe 
firſt ? And whether. the children born of them in their pretented 
conjngal Society, ought not to be ſeparated, and caſt out from 
patrimonial Inheriting ? e And conſequently, Whether the marrs- 
ages of Proteſtants of the true Chriſtian Religion, made with 
Pap s of the Antichriſtian, falſe Religion 3 ought not" to be. 
ſeparated? And whether the children born of them, ou#ht not to 
be caſt out from inheriting in (hriſtian Nations of the Reformed 


z 


true Religion ? 


The ſtate of the Queſtion diſcuſſed and ven- 
tilated, in the confideration of certain-Obſervari- 
ons, Caſes, and Reitrictions ; for. anticipating 
_ miſpriſion, and furile.prevatication. _ 


]. He ſubjeRt of the 2ueſtion is taken for granted, 
- vie. There is a laWfnlneſ7.andrequifirneſs, of [epa- 

| 4A. rating and making. veyd, the, marrieges of ſome per- 

- © ſons unlawfully contracted at the firſt ; and there is a /aWfwl-. 


B 2 eſs 


"ME 


who in ag Oration to his. Swbjes; gave them.to underſtand, 
daughter, nor his Queen Katherine,her mother, his awful Wife, 
bur cheix pzetended: conjugal Leary a been moſt deteſtable 
adultery, as be had becn informed by divers. earned Clerks ; 

Whecrcuponafterwards, the marriage was declared, and made 
voyd. «Sec 2.' Vol. of the Book.of HMartyrs, pag. 327. Edit, 
1641, Thus ir. is manifeſt, thar ſome pretended conjugal ſociety, 
and fruir of .it, may be ſeparated and caft our. 

HI. Itisto be obſe Jar the God of Heaven, and Earth, 
doth really diftifguiſh, and pur difference, berwixt perſon and 
per/ex.; and requireth tikewiſe; that his people ſhould do ſo too 
in their walkivg and converſing with humane ſociety, according 
ro occaſion, in' ſuch Sc#iptural notions and expreſſions, as fol- 
lowing are ſpecified andinltanced for better diſcetning herein, 
IT he ſeed of the woman, and the ſeed of the Serpent,'Gen. 
1 veg, po - 55 
2. The ſons of Cod, and the daughters of men, Gen.6, 2,4. 

3. Noah hi family, and the old world of the ungodly, 2 Per. 
> cad 4's In SD ; 8; - | | 

4 The tents of Shem/ Canaan His ſeruant, Gen.9.27. 

$1 (enmciſed perſons ; and uncircamciſed-ones, Gen, 17. 
—_—_— OO ot; EG egy 
6, Children 


\ 7 LE 
6. Children of the free woman , and'of the bond-woman , 
Cal.4. 31. e- - : 
- 7; Ifraclites, and Gentiles, Exod; 19, 5,65 2 1: - 
8, Precious ones; and vile perſons, Jerg.iyifg; * + 

9. Jews, and adverſaries of Judah, Ezra4. t,213: 

10. Righteows, andthe wicked, Mal. 3.1%. oi .«. 

11, Children of God, and children of the devil, Joh. 3:10. 

T3. Regenerate, and unregeverate, Johan gu3, ©6151 
13. Spiritual man, and natural man, 1'Cor: 2:44:15. ,: 
- 144. Beleevers, and unbeleevers,,2 Cor. 6/14) ns 

I5. Chriſtians, and Antichrifts, As: 11.26:. 1 John 2.18. 

16. Within the Church, and without, 1 Cor.5.12. AQts 2.47. 

17. One inwardly. in the heart, and one outwardly, Rom. 2.. 
28, 29; _ 2 IRA: rr; | ' 

18. 2aickned, and dead, Epheſ.2.5. 2.7% 

19, Children of the light or day, and of darkneſs, or the night, 
i Theſ\.5.5. 1. - 

_ 20.; Baptized, and unbaptized, Luke 3.7. and 7.30, &c. 

Hence ic may be diſcerned, bow nmurriagets: may be: made in 
the Lord. : © evan lol bog nano jt 1d aw 

III. The 2eftion is not propounded, touching a ſepara- 
ting of the'marriages of ſuch perſons who were married, when 
both of them were ido/atrous, but after the marriage, one of 
them through the diſpenſation of the Gofpel,becomerh a convert 
ro the rae Religion ,; Neither.is it touching the caſting our of 
their children, (ith ſuch their condition, and ſuch tare of their 
children likewiſe, is cleerly, and punQually ſpoken unto, and 
determined by the Apoſtle Pax, in-the caſe of deſertion, or 
non-deſertion, according as. occafion may offer. See 1 Cor. 7. 
IO, L1,.12,.13, 14, 15, 16+. . The: caſe of Galeatins- {aracciolus, 
Marqueſs of Yice; declared in his life; tranſlated. inco Engliſh: 
by #. Cr. cap. 25, is a'fingular inftance'in-the: ſpecified 
occaſion. G3: 

I V. Neicher is the 2&eſtion about the abrogating of the 
THEE of ſuch 2 profeſſor of the trac Religion, who ina due: 
mays doth eſpouſe himſelf unto ſuch a woman; whole pareats 

progenitors are groſly idolatrous, and ſhe her (elf was wh 
| y- 
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ly ſuch, but ſhe'is now converted, and embraceth the true Re- 

ligion, before the marriage be made : For there are.approved 

preſidents in the Word of God, of the /awfulneſ5 of ſuch their 

matrimony. See Ruth 4.13. compare chap.1. 16. 1 Kings 1. 3. 
compare Pſal.q5. 13. | 

V. Noryet the Quefion is not inſtituted with a partial re- 

ef and exception of ſome ſorts of perſons, but ir equally and 

indifferently concerneth any ſore and degree of perſons whom- 

foever, whether Civil. or Eccleſiaſtical, Supreme or Inferior , 

Rich or Poor, &c. i Sith by occaſion there is a poſſibility, that 
any ſorts and degrees of perſons may be tempted, and fall into 
one miſcarriage, as wellas another.as is implyed, Gal.6. 1. Yea, 
and the Scripture inſtanceth the. tra»/grefſions in ſuch kinde, 
even of Kings, Princes, Rulers, Prieſts, Levites, and People. 
See Nehe.13.26. Exra9.1,2. The Scriptare giveth inſtance 
likewiſe, of coxr/e held for redreſs, ſee Ezra 10, Nehe. 13. 

V1. Moreover, the 2xeſtion is not, whether the profeſſors 
of the true Religion, having tranl; refled by making mwivxt marri- 
ages, may, or ought, at: their -own' pleaſure, put away their 
wives, by their own and ſole anthority ; and fo likewiſe, caſt” 
out their children :. Sith ſuch procedure, it may ſeem, if admir. 
ed of, ought to be by the deciſion and order of ſuch, as have 

calling and authority thereunto. As it may appear, Ezra 10, 2, 
3, 4: Nehe.13. 23,234,25, © 

VII. Likewiſe, the 2xeftion is not touching a wak ing voyd 
the marriuges of the profeſſors of the rrue Religion , who are 
married'to profeſſors of the ſaid rrue Retigion tor the /ubſtance 
of-it, but ſome difference is in ſome circumſtantial matters, 
and /uperſtruttive opinions, which do not deſtroy the foundation 
and principles of the true Religion. Sith ſuch condirion of 
difference 1n judgment, about lefſer matters in Religion, may 
be incident unto ſome members of the rue Churches of Chriſt. 
See 1 Cor.3-3,4,12. 'Phil.3.13. 

VIII. Neither is the 2xeftion concerning profeſſors of the 
true Religion, who are charitably and probably reputed to be 
truely religious, having the Spirit of power, and of love, and: 
of a ſound minde ; -but their yoke-fellows profeſiing outwardly 
| | onely, 


j 
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(7) 
6nely, and having 4 form of godlineſr, but deny the power of 'it ; 
ofecſſing indeed, ls they Go wo, het Works deny 
im ; whether theſe ſhould be ſeparated, and their children 
caſt out ? Sith prefelſen denominateththe Religiov. Howbeit, Note, 
in-the ſeventh and eighth Caſes, ſpecial and uttermoſt' fairhful 
endevor, ought to be uſed by perſons of good knowledg, to free 
their yokefellows from the entanglement of erroneous opinions, 
and #nchriſtian converſation, and to eſtabliſh chem in the rr#th ; 
if ſo, they may yet be brought to approve themſelves, as be- 
cometh the Goſpel of Chriſt; and if God through their d#e Way of 
inſtruiting them wich meekneſs, may peradventure grant them 
repentance unto life, and winto the acknowledging of the trmth, 
ſee 2 Tim.2. 25,26. Whereas on the other hand in this caſe, 
God hateth putting away, (as being a trecherows dealing againſt 
ones compauion, and Wife of his Covenant, ſee Mat.2.14 15,16.) 
fave in the caſe of Whoredom alone ; for in ſuch caſe it is law- 
ful-to procure a Bill of divorcengent. for the putting aWay of 
the Wife, notwithſtanding the marriage was lawfully made and 
continued, until ſuch occafion, ſee Marth.19.9: 
IX. And haftly, the ,2eft5ox is not whether in all ages and 
times: recotded .in-the Scriiprores, the Ralers commiſſioned to 
execute juſticeand judomenr 'onnotorious offendors ; have fully 
approved their integrity and fairhfalneſ7, in aRing in the ſpeci- 
fied caſe as had been meet. 1. Foraſmuch as the ſacred Records 
in matters of fa, are many times ſilent, leſt they ſhould be too 
voluminous, .and becauſe alſo/that which-is recorded is enough - 
for the guiding of beleevers inſteering of their courſe, : ſee 
John 21.25: and Chap.20.30,31. 2. And foraſmuch as ſome- 
times the Rulers, who onght to have been vigorouſly afzve 
againſt mnſcarriage of any herein, have 'been themſelves delin- 
ent, and ſo the edp of J»ffice hath been-thereby blunted; 
ce Solomon, Nehe. 13.26. Jehoram, 2 Chron. 21.6, 3. Yea, © 
and foraſmuch as piozs and reforming Princes, have yet ſome of 
them been too remiſs in zealous executing according to Law, 
as they ought to have done, even as the Scripture ſheweth in 
the example of gracious and worthy Fehoſhaphat, 2 (ren, 20. 
33+ and of the zealows and conſtantly npright- hearted = 
A A; 


Note. 


(F) 
eA/a, 3 Chron. T5. 17. In' their not, taking -away of the high 
places. It-is' thei. Annotation, in the; AMargent ( of. the. Bible, 
Printed at Edinbarg,by Andrew Hart,1610. much approvedin 
Scotland) on 2,Chro. 151,16. touching King Aſa his depofing 
his ' mother Mazchih from her regency,' becauſe ſhe had made 
an Idol in a Grove, T hat therein he ſhewed he lacked zeal; for 
ſhe ought to have died, both by the Covenant, as verl. t3. and by 
the Law of God; but he gave place to fooliſh pity, and would. 
ſeem alſo after a ſort to ſatefie the Law. \Concerning the which 
Annotation, the propoinder of this Lneftion, heard it report- 
ed about fourty yeers agone from arthentich Wrineſſes, that 
King 7Zames was ſo offended thereat, that he for that Note ſake, 
would not permit thenceforth any Bbles in Engliſh to beRe- 
printed with any Annotations whatſoever, neither of the new 
Tanſlation; nor of the: former old Travſlations. Which by:the 
way, may advertiſe the learned 'and forward atteſting Brethren 
of the X4iniſtery, both in &go:/ard, and'in' London, and fome 
other Provinces of the Engli/h Nation , that it need notfeem 
ſtrange, if there be a. paxcity of prefpdents in the Scriprares, 
or modern Proteſtant writings," about penal executions onJupe r- 
lative perſons; eſpecially a$:mmtters haveſtood ,urider Lone 


 chy : When yet notwithſtanding, there is /@re and [afficieys 


rule and example in the'Word of God, either direfHy expreſſed, 
or by jt conſequence to be deduced from the latitude of Com- 
manrdments, and Scriptere Hiſtorical, which may ſatisfie Con+ 
ſcience, anid-alſo oblige and encourage unto the age xxecutionof 
7«/tice: fo thatthe 2neſtion 'is as1tis ſtated; Whether' come 
miſſioned Rulers, ſupreme or /ubordisate, ought not ' formerly : 
and conſequently, Whether they ought not {ti]l; even in theſe 
Gofpel-days, according to occaſion, ſee tolegal execution in the 


matte» in hand;'or any other 2. + 
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Matives inducing unto the repreſenting of the 
Lveſtion , arguing the importance and 


I, Exts:of Scriprare'ex | | 

T I..Req + anat « 1 LEY profeſſors of the'trne 
Religion, that when they ſhall make uſe of their /iberty-or 
neceſſity to marry, to be ſure that they do marry onely inthe 
Lord, ſee 1 Cor.7.39. | 

2, Prohibiting and forbidding people in {{ovenart with 
Ged, to make any marriages with davghters who are ſtrangers 
to the Covenant of God, bo Dent.7.3. 2 Cor:6.14. 

3. Complaining of, convincing, and reprehending ſuch 
mixtare in marriages, (ee Ezra 9. 2. Nehe.13. 23, 24;25 ,18, 
CMal.2.11. | | | 

4. Threatning, and denouncing puniſhment tobe executed 
in ſuch caſe of #1lawful marriages, whoever the offentlers are, 
ſee Mal.2.12, 

5. Informing of the approved conrſe of faithful and religi- 
ou -Rulers, in the ſeparating and putting aWay ſuch idolatrous 
msves, and ſuch as were born of them, tobe done according to 
here cnet 2,3, 6. | 

$0) ing and ſhewing Gods proceedings in jadgment 
againſt the old wor ld, by the deluge for ſm n- this kinde, ſce 
Gen.6. 2,3,0c. | | | 

11. Dvvine forceable Reaſons made uſe of in the holy 
2 againſt ſach »9;xt prophanc marriages, taken from 
the 


1. Inequality of their beibg yoked together in conjugal [o- 
_ ciety, {ee 2 Cor.6. 14,1 5,46, compared with Dewr.2 2. 10. 

2, Bxtream datiger 'of the not attaining of an hely ſeed im 
mixt marriage, which yet ought 'to be feriouſly losked after, 
as that which God ſeckethand mindech, fee Pfa!. 2.15. Burim 
—_— is likely to be fruſtrated hereby, ſee Exr# 9-3, 
Nehe, 13.23, 24 Inaſmach a are moſt pl ” 

waye 


yo 
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ſwayed according to their mothers principles, ſee 2 Chroy. 
23. 3,4. | #7 | 

3. Dangerous enſnaring the hntbands, in the ſin of the 
1/7ves, foreſeen-and warned againſt; by the Lord himſelf, ſee 
De«t.7.4. and envinced by wofal event, ſee 1 King.11. 1,2 4. 
Nehem. 13. 26. whence alſo enſueth, an hinderance ordiſturb- 
ance of religions family- duties of prayer, 1 Pet. 3.7. and con- 
ſcequently a drawing down the Wrath of God on them, Jerem. 
IO. 25, | 

III. Evident teſtimonies of ancient and modern Theolognes, 
in their approved Orthodox writings, occaſionally treating 
hereabouts. viz, | L 

1. Oid Tertullian, one of the moſt learned Latine Fathers, 
(in whoſe writings, Cyprian the Father, and Martyr delighted 
to exerciſe himſelf every day) £16. 2. ad uxor. cap. 3? He af- 
ſerteth, That beleevers marrying with Gentiles or Parans, are 
ouilty of Whoredom, and that they ought not to be communicated 
withal. This Book of his is approved by Abr. Sculterxs, who 
was an eminent profeſſor at Heydelburg, in his Medal. Parr. 

2, Peter Martyr, a moſt pious, learned, and much renoWned 
profeſſor, heretofore at Oxford, and elſewhere, in the reign of 
King Edward the ſixth, and very, much exdearedto moſt Ortho- 
dox Proteſtants of the Reformed Religion, in his (ommentar. on 
1 King.3.1. diſputing De diſpari conjmgio, propoundeth ſundry 
Arguments againlt mixt marriages, quoteth ſome of the 
Fathers, asbeing of his minde, even Ferome, eAugnſtine, &c. 
and anſwereth ſundry Objeftions ; yea, and albeit he hath 
fomewhat in the cloſe of his di/cor/e to allay extream ſeverity, 


yet. it. may, appear,. (the 2xeſtion being rightly»ſtated) that 


none of his allayes do infringe the Arguments. 

2. That famoxs and worthy Miniſter of Chriſt in the Uni- 
verſity of Cambridg, Maſter William Perkzsns, in his Warning 
again(} the Tdelatry of the laſt times, aſſerterh, That the marrs- 
ages of the 1/raclites, with 1dolaters, mentioned Exra 10.3. 
were indeed yoyd, and no marriages. He alleageth two Res- 
ſons thereof, the latter whereof 1s,' In that they Were not onely 
idolaters, but alſo inticers to-idolatry, God by expreſs Com- 


manament, 


s 


a % . 


muandment, did imply forbid the Fes to marry with them, unleſe 
they did _ and change their Religion. And in regard of this 
(ommanament, the foreſaid marriages Were nullities, as inceſtu- 
ons marriages are no marriages, by reaſon of the abſolute, pro- 
rv of 'God. Thus Maſter Perkins in his 1/arning againſt the 
Taolatry of theſe laſt times, meaning the idolatry of Popery, as 
the ſcope of his Treatiſe importeth, vide Vol. 1. pay. 677, 
678, 
4. The judgment of ſome ſound and much honored Eugliſh 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, (moſt of which, are now aſleep inthe 
Lord, yet a few ſtill alive) who conferring and humbling them- 
ſelves frequently in private, at ſueh times as overtwres were 
with Spain, and ſhortly after with France, about King (harls 
his mixt marriage. The 2ueſtioniſt demanded the ſame he now 
repreſents to Di/quiſition, and the woſt and beſt approved tor 
their /carning and piety, inclined to the affirmative. 

5. The Solemn League and Covenant, 1643. engaging unt9 
an extirpation of Popery, in the ſecong Article : For the comr/e 
infiſted on, in the 2xeſtion , ſeemeth to have an effettual 
ono, to the keeping of the ſaid Covenant in that Article 
of it. 

6. The Commiſſion##s of the General Aſſembly of the Kirk. 
in Scotlaxd, in the Neceſſary and Seaſonable Teſtimony againlt 
Toleration, approved by the Eſtates of preſent Parliament ; 
who amongſt other Texts of Scriptare, alleaged by them, . 
againſt 7 aleration, have theſe words, Pag.5. The children of 
Iſrael after their return from Babylon, made a Covenant, and 
entered into a { urſe, andinto an Oath, to walk in Gods Law, and 
to obſerve, and do all the Commandments of the Lord their God, 
Nehem. 10. 28, 29, 30, Let this Text alleaged, be compared 
with Ezra 10, 2,3,5. And the Reader is delired to fake the 
Bible, and to turn to, and obſerve the Texts cited, which un- 
doubtedly muſt needs affc& greatly ; and the rather, ſith cired 
by ſuch iztereſted per/2a5, and to ſuch purpole. 

1V. The tame Texts of Scriftnre, and Seriptural Reaſons, 
which do make againſt the mav71ages of the people of Cod, with 
the dawghters of a ſtrange goa, and'all that are burn of them, 46 * 
| C 2 {ecm 
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ſeem alſo hy neceſſary conſdhueſce, to conclade_againl} the 


marriages 0 Prog with Pupiſts, and all that are born of 


' them. viz. Becauh 


man of fin, the ſau of -perdition ; whe oppoſeth rang weve 


ſe If,  ApoVe all that is called God, or that ts Wor | ippe 4: $6 thn E 


af God; fitteth'in the Temple of God; ſhewing him{elf that he i 
God, ſee'>Theſ.2. 3,4. And Who 5 the king of the Locuſts, as 
fingularly deſcribed, Aporal. 9. 3, 5,7,8,9,10,11. - Yea, who is 
the Whors of Babylon, on whoſe forchead-was a name written, 


Myſt ery 3 Babylon, The Great, The Mother .of Harlots, And' 


Abominations of the Earth, ſee Apocal.17- 5. 

2, The Antichriſtian Religion was inſpired; and promoted 
by Satan, with all ppwer, and fignes, and tying wonders ; and with 
all degeiveableneſs of unrighreouſneſs,in them that periſh through 
divine effetual permifſion, ſee 2, The/72. 9, 10,11;12. Evenas 
the Heatheniſh idolatry is devilith, and is therefore in no wiſe to 
be communicated with, ſee Dent. 32, 17. 2 (hro.11.35, com- 
pared with 1 Cor.10. 2021. 

3. There are.the ſame, orthe like /acred precepes, requiring 
to come out, and ſeparate from the Anrichriſtian Religion, and 
rohave n0.commnnioy therewith, leſt uttermoſt peril do over- 
rake, ſee Apocal. 18; 4. as are for the relinquifhing of Pagan 
Idolatry, ſee 2 Cor.6.17. Iſaiah 52.11, | 

4. The idolatries of the Papifts, being compared with the 
idelatries of the Heathen ; they are every jot as groſs and wile, 
if ,not more, as are the Heathen;fz ; yea, they are indeed fo 
o4;0x, as is not meet to be once named amonegſt Seirts, further 
then juſt cauſe requireth. See by way of alluſion, the P/almsſts 
. expreſſion. Pſal.16, 4. - 
 _V, Magiſtrates in new Teſtament times, ought to hold 

courſe againſt ſinful evil, in any kinde committed, as well as 
they did in o/d Teſtament times, ſee Rems.13. 3,4. To this end, 
let it be well weighed (and application be made accordingly ) 
what is aſſerted by the Commiſſioners of the General Aſſembly, 
in the Teſtimony againſt Toleration, pag. 6, 7. in theſe <7. 
| For it cannot be ſheWvn, that any part of that power, Which yn x 
=_- rates 


* x is the Relsgion of the Roman Antichriſt; who-is the. 


a. 


ftrates had under the old rs is repealed nnder the neW :- 
Neither.canapy convincing Reaſon be brought, Weby it ſhouldbe of 
narrower extent now, nor then. May it not ſeem hence, That the 
Eftates,and Miniſters,and Elders ofrSrotlandare of one minde, 
That Popi/h wives ought to be-ſeparated ,- and their children 
ought to be removed from parrimonial inheriting in a Chriſtian 
reformed Non? 4 ah 

VI: And who knoweth, hut that as the Yueftion agitated, 
and: reſglved in ing Hemy:the;cighth-bisca/e, rouchingehe 
»nlgWwfulneſt of his inceſtwoue marriage with Queen Katherine, 
partending extream pyexudice tothe Kingdows, in ſich flrariers 
ſucceſſion, as-might pe by the Lady, Marg; as appeareth inthe 
Hiſtory above cited, At e>/Mon: Tom. 2: p. 3264327, &c. 
(apd ax indeed mo wofully enſued afterwards in-the Marian 
days) yer tended thropgh divine providence, unto a making way 
for true Reformed Religion, in ſame degrees by, lis amaxrythg 
with e-Lnne Bullen, mother to Queen Elizabeth. - So it may 
pleaſe -God, that the 24tienrepreſenced, touching che maxris. 
ages of Proteſtants with Papiſts, and touching their children, 
if it ſhall be duely diſcuffed*, it may become-remarkably oecca- 
ſional. unto a ſafe; and: Wel-gronpded - eſtnbliſoment of. Peace, 
with Holineſs, even rrongnont, Fagan, Jrekere.: and Scot- 
land too. The premiſes being 6:44 obſerved, according tothe 
Dneftion,as ithathbren ated and;yrownded;ſecming to de for 
the affirmative. | 

Epilogue. 


7] Ow thev, feraſmuch as the Queſtion hath beep fairly, plaige.. 
IXy,; parier p) Chant repreſtnred. to i= Ginerats 
Aſſembly, convening to diſcuſs and determine arifug Queltigns, 
that are of notable an high'concernment : Their grave wiſdoms 
are once fon recon to confider of 'it, T,v ſpeak, thtir mindes 


to take advice, and give connſel:; They fall have joy by the An- 
ſwer of their mouxhs, ſoundly and impartially uttered; And a 


ward fpoktn in its ſeaſon' hiw.good. ns it !*eAnd let the Lord 
(whoſe the preparations of tht heart, and anſwer of the tongue 
are, P£OV.16; I.) be graciouſly preſent, and propitions in giomg 
underſtanding.» al rhing}. Amen, Amen. | ' 
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A Poſtſcript. 


Tathe moſt able an deReligiouſly affeftion- 


ate Commiſstoners of the, General 


Aſſembly of the Kirk of Scotland, 
Tending to Pacification betwixt the 


two Nations, concerning the preſent 


State proceedings. 
Mercy unto you, and Peace,and Love, and Truth 


be multiplyed from the King of Saints , and 
Prince of Salvation ; who worketh all things 
after the counſel of bis own Will , and doth all 
things well, expefing that Wildom be juſtified 
of ber children. EE 


| R Everend FS:rs, behold now, the propoſer of this Queft;- 


0» hath taken upon him to interrogate your General 
Aſſembly a word in the cauſe of God, and his people, 


even as ca#/e hath ſeemed to require; knowing well how 

much it behoveth, and -becometh all thoſe chat make mention 

of the Lord, not tokeep ſilence inthe day of Zacobscrouble ;_ 
if a neceſſary Word ſeaſonably ſpoken, miy become any way 

inſtrumental, unto the breaking forth of light 1n theſe days of 
darkouſe and gloomineſs ; days of clouds, and thick darkneſs : 
byes | | 


ſeeing God doth nor altogether hide from ſeeing eyes, and 


hearing ears, and wunderſtandins bearts, what he is about to do 2. 


The 


Tag. 
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The wonderful and unwonted daily occurrences, do ſeemingly 
declare, That the_ Lord of hoſts is doing his Work, his ſtrange 
work; and bringing to paſs his af, his ſtrar®e 4 of removing 
the Diadems, and taking off the Crows, overturning, overturn- 
ing, overturning it, that it may be no more, in: as much as the 
horrid and grievous fin of Tyranny hath found out the guilty, 
capital Delinquents; to allude to that which is prophetically 
denounced, ap th ol 25,26,27. God thus thundering and 
ſpeaking as it were from Heaven z who can bur trembling]; 
ſpeak? If children ſhould hold their peace, the ſtones — 
immediately cry out ? 

Hence the ſaid propoſer hath taken upon him alſo, to pro- 
pound a few wards unto your learned and folid wi/doms, who 
are the choice and eminent Commiſſioners of your General 
Aſſembly , and to pray you of i gentleneſs , to hear with 
patience, ſome advertiſement, for the ſtirring you up to contri- 
bute your beſt aſſiſtance in this perplexed, conjunture of Aﬀairs 
in our three Nations, in helping the Zord again(t his 
oppolites. 

Right worthy Sis, It manifeſtly appearethby the return of 
the hearty thanks of the Eſtates of your Parliamentggfor your 
Teſtimony againſt Toleration; and likewiſe their concurrence 
with it; that ye have ingwlar intereſt in the Eſtates of Parlia- 
ments May it pleaſe you therefore, to improve your intereſt, 
by /#ggefting and: perſwading them ( that whereas this your 
Parliament was extraordinarily ſummoned, and the form and 
frame, or materials in great part, regulated by ſuch of the 
Eſtates and Souldieries , who ſought the real welfare of your 7 
Church and Nation, in the extream exigencies thereof, withour. - 
the command or direttion of any legal Monarch, to give order 
thereabouts, and as indeed your c4/e ſeemed abſolutely to re- 
quire) they would now deeply ponder, and bethink themſelves 
of the beſt expedient for the ſettlement of Truth and Peace, as 
. may tend to the lengthening of your tranquillity, in the /iberty 
| of true Religion, and alſo Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Government, : 
for the ſuppreſſing of Popery, Prelacy,. Hereſie, Schiſm, and 
Prophaneneſs ; Which otherwiſe will infeſt your Nation,as well 

as 


oh (48) Yo 
us others, whether weighbere, or more remote, 'If ye !)ag 
#fortlecai ſent Queen Eftherword) toaltogether hofd your 
peace ar rhis-time, Deliverance and Enlargement mayrome 
fpme otherway, but ye may not expeA@the -comforr thereof, 
"And who knoweth, -whether your favor in the eyes of the 
E/tates, be not for ſuch a time as this? Nowhowbeit, the 
generality of the Reformed Chriſtian Weyl, fradious of Zions 
eacey are not ignorant of your abundant -andexceltent /ffici- 
.encies, inthe managing of the weighty concermments of your 
own Countrey : Yer your humble advertiſer, inquifitive, and 
ſolicitous of your entire, faithful deportment , prefumeth ir will 
not be vexations unto you, 'to be pat in remembrance of ſuch 
trath, as ye well'know, and are effablifhed in; Which remem- 
bred, and made «fe of, may become ſerviceable -in this time of 
need. Be pleaſed therefore, to take notice and obſerve theſe 
few hints. 

Government being a 'goodly and honorable Ordinance of 
Ged, inſticutedfor the Weal of all Nations, and hrmane Socie- 


ries, in the latitude of the fifth Commandment, and firſt of the 


ſecond T able of the Decalegue ; yet the conſtituting, and exer- 
cifing OF it for its kinde , whether /xpreams or ſubordinate , 
ſeemeth in the Scripture language to bean hwmane Ordinance 
or (reature, even as right reaſon may diftate, -and ſway any 


- ſociety, to chooſe ani comply withal, according as divine pro- 


vidence, and effeltual ordering, and permiſſion, may be diſcern- 
ed ; when the ſtate and condition of occarrences requirerh a 
new moulding and faſhioning, as ſometimes it doth, ſee 1 Per. 
2. 13,14, compared with 2 Sam. 5. 1, 2,3. 1 Kings 12, 1,15, 
29, 24. Hyuſvai his ſpeech (who was a great Counſellor of 
State) ſcemeth to be a reaſonable and juſt political Maxime ; 
viz. Whons the Lord, and his people, and ati the men of Ifrael 
chaſe (ro be ſupream) hi will 7 be, and with him Will 1 abide, 
ſee 2 Sam.16.18, And to ſay nothing what humaze writings 
tell-us, touching political Government in irs kindes or ſpecies ; 
as likewiſe, touching their 7@les given 'in'the main of them 
praRticable in any kinde of {aWfw/ policy ; whether it be 
Moxzarchical, Ariſtocratical, Democratical, or mixt of theſe, 
Nor 
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Commun-wealbe poſture,” wanted not altogether their gkovy 


and envorragements ; yea, and in that which was moſt con- 
fiderable;' even fpiritndd dignity, and welfare 5 it had the pre> 
ference and proeminence,fee Hag.2.7,8,9.Truc it is,when ſtrange 
and:ſ#dten changer do happen m the flare of Nations ; it is no 
great marvel, f mens wm be much moved, and greatly trou. 
bled. If the good and grave Prophet Samwe!, did mourn for 
King Sx/ in ſuch ſort, as he did (and yer God himiclf did 
therefore reprove him, ſee 1 Sam. 16. 1.) yea, when he was 
rejeaed from being Xing, for his diſobeying God, and gavern- 
ing the people unworthily : It is the leſs ro be wondred ar, 
if the Scots, after a ſucceſſion of 107 Kings, a total eclipſe 
enſuing, or like to enſue, ſhould be exceedingly moved in their 
mindes. But however it may be, may nor the ſame reproof and 
complaint be applyed to them, as was to Samuel for his mourn. 
ing for Saul? when now a door of hope,as it were in the valley 
of eAchor, is opened for the taking away of the offender and 
troubler of Iſrael, for the better fruition of juſ# freedom. 
Sirs, yeare not ignorant what preſſares'and oppreſſions have 
been on your Nation, from ſundry tyrannical perſons, from 
- generatios tO generation, whatever garniſhing is now adays of 
pretended, glorious, Kingly remembrances among | ag Bur for 
brevity ſake, as the concernments have been lateſt, and there- 
fore more ſenſibly affeRing, mention ſhall be onely made of 
King 7:ames; and King Charls his /o», principled by his Facher, 
treading in his eps, ahd" in ſome things, .doing worſe rhen all 
that were before bim,- as was ſaid of King Ahab, ſee 1 Kings 
16. 320, &ec. lt ſeemeth therefore, it is now high time for you 
rocalt to remembrance thoſe former _— in which ye endured 
a greaf fipht of affiitions. Firſt throug King fames his tr an- 
nical opens -who was the notorious Covenant: breaker, as 


your 


requerit: fohing and groaning complaints, both-in publiks 
and orivare, DE Coken In the ab * the Loyd, jy his 
people ; and he who did rendin ſunder the Kirk of Scotland, 
as ttt his norage, in a when and previſh fume; he rent of his 
Harks head; eyen ashis Tutor G. Buckananonthat octalion, 
ahd throughty acquainted with his unroward 4;Þoſtion, /aga- 
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cionſly preſaped. So 'wilt thaw rend the Kirkof Seithani.: The 

recious names of Maſter e-tndrew Melvin, Maſter Darwd 
Chalderwood, Mr. fobhn Sharp, mad many, many other: glorious 
Confeſſors; together with the mafamous Ar25rles enaſtedar the 
pretended Aſſembly at Perth, 1618. do give full and pregnant 
evidencehereunto : Beſides, the hawvock made of the Miniſtry 
of many, many hundred Worthies of the Lord in England, 
Secondly , through King Char{s his oppreſſing and 'wexiaig 
tyramy, who fiercely aſſayed atthe time of his Corenarsox in 
—_ 1633. the introducing of fpiritnally poyſonoxs 
means, for prevailing of Hierarchy, and /xperſtitions Conformi- 
ty, not ſo fully taking place there, as in England ; howbeit, he 
was at that time repulſed thereinz the Parkament at that 
time ſuffcring aborſion., But his expeRarion bemg diGppornt- 
ed, and many Common prayer Books, and other Engli/s fruper+ 
ftitious utenſils drowned, and himfelf in greater danger 'of 
drowning alſo ; he teturned into Englard full of rageand firry, 
Poſting with great haſt, even in four hours ſpace from Berwick, 
to Newcafte,which is fifty long miles; where afſo0n as he rame; 
his breathing himſelf was, in breathing out in a curſing wy, 
threatning, and perſecution, to the trufreligions Miniftery ; not 
onely not conforming to Hierarchy, but conforming allo, if any 
whit zealous Preachers,both in Exglandand Scotland ;'as ſome 
of Newcaſtle being preſent,did wi grief of hexy:, repore une 
their friends, Ever after which time, he either by open hoſti. 
lity, or by ſubtil undermining impoſture purſued that his m- 
licions defigne (as many woful inſtances might be mentioned, if 
need required) unti] when, there was no-remedy, the ſword of 
j#ſtice drawn out in England for hisb/ood-gewttine/s, gave aftop 
to the /3»5ft and violent torrent of blood iffump from many 
thouſands of Enpis/hh, Irs/2, and Scots, which had cryed in the 
ears of the Lord of hoſts for vengeance, And O that your 
remembring hereof, may be more and more effe##a/ ants you, 
for your hearing the rod, and who hath appointed it for giving 
:3#/tru#ion ; if probably, ye may eſcape rhe'dangerof \ag5 
ly generation; and if after ſuch threatning forms, yemay * 
arrive in the Harbor of Wel-grownded Peace. To this end, 
D 2 obſerving 
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| ſpecial Theologwer, expreſſing their /en/e of Seripture, accords 


ing to Scripture ; It is preſumed, that ye do certainly like well 
i venerable: Maſter Knox, and 6thers heretofore, and of 
lace of your ow4 Conntrey., have ſuggeſted and publiſhed; 
rouching'the /awful warrantableneſs of preſent aoefes Hhders 
takings ; beſides, what forraigh Profeſſors of Divinity have 
written, and commended to the Chriſtian World, | Let the judp- 
ment of judiciew and faithful D. Pare, inſtead of tnatly 
Cn yaetnr gp who was 2 man of God, hi ily -feverene 
and. in. the Reformed Churches of (Wiſt, and Was 
den, orherwiſe if his /2armed and pioms Commntarits 
hes Lerrers, and advice, inferted inthe AHs of the &J#v ud 
of or7, 3618. / touching the five conttoverted «Article, 
debbated-and derermined; there ; however, his fi6ft approved 
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FRONe (31) 
fubſcribed with divers names, as if they had promoted the bringing 
of the King to juſtice, (do they not bluſh in ſo ſpraking ? ) The 
purport whereof 15s, As if an unlawful and =T conrſe was uſed 
for the doing of juſtice, and judgment on the King ( notWithſkand. 
ing all the blood guiltineſs,. which by you and them, Was charged 
on him, and moſt ſubſtantially by Witneſſes evidenced , for- the 
more compleat ſatifattion of his Fudges ; which proof alſo, had 
been publikely managed , had he pleaſed to auſwer to the 
Charge.) And as if thereby likeWiſe there were « notoriouc breach 
of the Solemn League and Covenant, Willye be pleaſed to weigh 
axd conſider, what #5 offered to your view in the ſhort enſuing An- 
ſwer, tending to ſuttsfation and reſolution, 5 
eAnſw.1. Beit known unto the Objefers, whether Scors, 
or Engliſh, that at leaſt ſome of the prime promoters, endever- 
ers, and contributers unto the doing of juſtice and judgment on 
the capital Delinquent, and Delinquents; are perſons truely 
fearing God, exerciſing themſelves, to have always conſciences 
voyd of offence, towards Ged and men ; partaking in their 
meaſure, of all the properties and marks of true Church mem- 
bers, aſſerted in P/al. 15. And who have not forgotten God, 
nor delt falſly in his Covenant ; fo that whatever cometh on 
them, they will nor, they may not ſuffer their integrity to be 
taken from them. | 
2, Letall men know whoever they are, That Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, and people profeſſing the Goſpel, fearing God, have 
not been wont to eſteemir, nor yet do think ic any diſparage- 
ment at all, to be zealozs with a perfei? zeal, againſt the crying 
fin of blood: guiltineſs. Doth not the Moral Law exprefly 
prohibit mwrther ? And doth. not the Judicial LaW expreſly 
dire&t unto the [arfafory expiation thereof, by putting to 
death the bleod-guilty ? And is not Gods controverfie with a 
Land, defiled with [loed, judgment be executed ? Blood- 
guilty King SaxtHeft unto himlelf, and doing execetion' on 
kim elf, 1 Saw7.31. 4 Had he been alive when 5nqu5/ition was 
| made for blood, by occaſion of a three yeers famine; heought 
to have been put to death, as well as thoſe of his bloody. howſe:!. 
were, becauſe of his þnifter zeal in {laying his ſervsle ſubjefts- 
| | | the 
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(22) # 
the Gibronites, fee 2 Sam.21. 1,2.6. David for his blood-guil- 
rine/s. in the expoling Vriah to the ſword of the Ammonites, 
deſerved death;his own month conſcientiouſly paſting /entence ; 
however, the One abſolute Lawgiver, who might do what he 
pleaſed, according to the full Soveraignty of his own Will, ex- 
changed his death for his childes at that time, fee 2 Sam, 12, 5, 
12,13. Allchis the Objefors do know well enough, howbeir, 
they are ſomeway tranſported to elude herein. Nor tnrum eff 
ludere ſacris. Cavete. . 

3. Icis taken for granted, That the contrivers, wrgers, and 


takers of the Solemn League and Covenant, did mean, endevor, 


and alt,according to the ſacred conditions of an Oath,preicribed 
in Zerem. 4 2. Thou ſhalt ſWear, The Lord liveth is Trath, in 
7ndgment, andin Righteouſneſs, If otherwiſe, it is a taking of 
Gods N.me in vain. AnOath may not be [vinculum iniqui- 
rats} an obligation to fin, This plea the defendants have againſt 
the plaintiffs. | | 
4+ In the preamble unto the taking of it, it is expreſſed, 
Thar the end of the Covenant (as a laſt refwge) was the pre- 
{erwation of the takers of 'it, and their Religion from writer 
rnineand deftruttion, So that the (1x particular Articles of ir, 
were intended and pretended to have a tendency to ſuch anend, 
and noc otherwiſe, Now ſuch hath been the end, and hereunto 
have ferved the means of the defendants in this caſe. Let the ad- 
verſaries judg, if otherwiſe apparent. | 0254 
5. Inithe Parliaments Order of Septemb. 25. 1643. about 
the taking of it. 1t is required, That the 14inifters who were 
appointed ro tenderit,ſhould read ir, and thenexplain it,. and 
then perſwade to the taking of it. This Order ſeemeth to im- 
ply, not onely a zeceſ/ity of - the explaining of ir, but alſo a r+-/ 
quiſitneſs in ſo taking of it, as explained in its juſt ſenſe, and 
latitude; and end, and not otherwWM - And this alſo is the plea 
of the Covenanters, honeltly and uptigltly diſpoſed ; as aſl 
malt needs acknowledg. PAN L goa 21740 
7 6; Whereas the 7i2/e prefixed unto the Covenant; is,” 4 $1." 
Leno League and Covenant, for Reformation and Hef tte bf Rel} 
gions vho how and happineſs of the 'King,*and the Peace, and 
bY $ afety 


(xx) 
Safwty of the rhves Kingdow: of England, Scotland, andIrclang. 
The explanation muſt needs M4 That fuch Reformaties and de 
fence, ought' to be profecyted, in lawful: and juft mayy, and 
meaxs,' for the accompliſhment thereof, and! not atheewile. 
hey in this /e/e, no doubt the faithful Conegarters - have 
taken it. | 
7. It muſt needs be underſtood rationally, That the conr/e 
for the de accompliſhing of what is in the 23z/e, or more full 
expreſſion of the ſix Articles of it, ought to have their watos/ 
conſiſtency, without any prejudice to any of the perticu/ars ; 
whether they be ab/o/wre,or conditional onely ; whether they be 
primary, or [ubſeryient onely. Our Lord Chriſts vindicating of 
his Di/ciples, touching the keeping of the Sabbath, againſt the 
caluwmnies and exceptions of the Phariſees, (ce Matth. 12.1, 2, 
9. may vindicate the 0bje&rd againſt, in the caſe in hand, - 
8, Touching the exdevor {ovenanted in the firſt and ſecond 
eArtieles, it is charitably hoped, Thar all the takers of it, have 
complied therein, more or lels, according to their calling, capa- 
city ,and opportunity thereunto. Every one ftandeth or falleth 
to his own mafter; howbeir, it is moſt probably conjecured, 
That ſuch Parliamenteers,and their adberents,who voted againſt 
the Conceſſions of the King, in the treaty at Newport, in refer- 
ence tO Religion and (ovenant, 25 N0 juſt ground and fonndatien 
for a good Peace; argued thereby 4 . faithfulneſs to the 
Covenint. Ye yourſelves acknowledg; Teftim.' againſt T ol. 
| pap: 72; That thoſe Conceſſions, if acquie/cedin;; were dayger- 
95, and deftrutdive; both to Religion and Covenant. 
' 9. Thethird Arficle of the Covenant, in the firſt branch of 
ir, routhing, Exdevor mutwally to preſerve the Rights ang Pri- 
wiltdges' if the Parliaments,” and Liberties of the Kingdowne, 
muſt be underſtood of kzownand juft Rights, and Priviledges,. 
.and Liberties; othierwiſe,there muſt needs be a tra»/greſſion of 
the Rules preſcribed above mentioned, ſee Fere.4. 2. An/W. 3. 
19. Touching the ſecond braxch of the-third Article, vis. 
To defend and preſayue the Kings-perſon,. and authority, in the 
preſervation; \and"diferor' of 'yhe rrue Religion, and Liberties of 
the Kingdoms ; "it is to begakewnatice of, That this branch is 
propounded 
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(25) 
.- The primeſes duly weighed and conſidered, your fairhfu/ 
Remembrancer (obſerving your Worthy ad effeiiual Admeniti> 
or in. your Seaſonablt Teftimony. agawſt T vleration, to'the 
ſecluded Members of Parliament, pag. 12,13. "And he taking 
notice, how.graciors ye are; .not' onely: in theeyes of your 
Eftates, and CHivifters; but alſoin the eyes of very many in 
our Land) taketh encouragement and confidence, toltir you up, 
to exhort all thoſe, in whoſe hearts ye arc ingratiated, bothin 
Scetland and Ergland, to repent of miſcarriage 10 any. kinde, 
and degree, hitherto, and to fer and prepare their hearts, fully 
ro ſeek God, if yet every thing that doth offend, may be 
taken away ; and that ſo the grawd Work of Reformation, both 
in Dottrine and Diſcipline, may be no longer obſtructed, -but 
that a great door and effeftwal may be opened, there being fo 
many adverſaries, ' 

This is moved the rather, becauſe friends do at leaſt a little 
ſuſpeR ; but enemies do ſtrongly charge, the ſometimes /b- 
ſeribing and conformmg Hierarchical Miniſters,in both Nations, 
in £00 great a generality of them, that whatſoever pretence 
may ſeem to be of their being Covenanters ; as if they hanker- 
ed (till after Zgyprs gariick and fleſ> pots, under the deceiving 
and delnding notion of moderate Epiſcopacy : Sith there is ſuch 
a tumultuous ſtir, becauſe the Kings deſtrutive .Conceſſions 
were not accepted, nor he ſpared ; whoſe expreſſions ſounded 
to the laſt breath, Zpi/topacy, Epiſcopacy. | 

But to draw to a conc/nfion, Live your zenious Remembrance 
teave, to repreſent it a word unto your affettionate;compaſſion- 
ate bowels of love to the brotherhood. What if your /c/ves and, 
brethres-in Scotland, and by your advice, the Miniſters of 
Lenin #tovince (together with others in ſome Commies of 
this Nation, zmbitions to.tread in your andtheir ſteps )--\hal 
ſet all your hearts and hands, more and more, to underſtand 
and purſue, an holy and juſt way of brotherly peace, to be walks 
ed'1n,. with thoſe. gadly brethren that are otherwiſe: minded; 
then your felves, in ſome leffer ports of the Diſcipline, xill God 
ſhall further reveal to cthem., whilſt you thac are per fe#, do 
minde the ſame thing, and do —_ to walk by the ſame rule 

of 


(283 
'of {burch- government, held forth in Scorſand, and other Re. 
»4 Charches, and in our own Church naw allo ? Behold 
havy good, and how pleaſant it s, for Brethren to awell together 
i» #aity, ſee Pſal.133.1. | 

Beloved Brethren, ye cannot be ignorant, That the {{@naan» 
ite, and the Perizzite, even the Anrichriſtian Papiſts, Prelatical 
Rojalifts, Malignant Hyppocrites, Blaſphemous Heretichs, Per- 
wicious Seftaries, and Prophane e-1rheiſts, are in theſe Lands, 
obſerving and making advantage of ' the ſtrife berwixt holy 
Brethren; to harden chemſelves in finful folly againſt Gods ways, 
and to conſult and take crafty conn/e! againſt his peop/e, his hid- 
den ones in the Laxd, and to cut them off from being a people, 
that their name may be no-more in remembrance; O: that in 
this caſe, the children of faithful Abraham, would ſay as he did 
to his nephew Lot ! We are Brethren ; Let there be no ftrife 
bet\veen us nor betWveen our Paſtors. Our Lord Feſmu Chriſt, 
the head of his Church, and.their pattern ; when he was in the 
days of his fle/z, did ſuffer long and: much thoſe his- Diſciples 
that followed him. in the regeneration.; albeit, he did nor in- 
dulge them: intheir infirmiries, bur reproved. them Sharply on 
eccalion, for their dw/neſs in underſtanding, andfor their per- 
verſneſs, folly, and foWneſs of heart in beleeving ; yer notwich= 
ſtanding, he did not therefore reject themybut exerciſed Wonder- 
ful patience towards them, iinſ{trufting chem with meekreſ7, and 
all /2ng-/uffering, and deftrine : Yea,and he tells themy he gave 
them example; that they ſhould do as he did. 

My. good. Brethren of. England and Scotland, do not count it 
grievous tobe. called on to remember your guides, who have 
tpoken to you. the #0rd4 of God, even theſe good old Nor- 
Conformiſts to Hierarchy and: Superflition, who ruled with God, 
and. were. faithful. with the Saints., when Prelacy and the 
generality of the reputed _ compaſled God with deceit, 
if ye may follow their faith; and being compaſllcd about wich 
ſo great acloud of Witneſſes, ye may follow. peace with holineſs.; 
withoue which, no man ſhall ſee the Lord. I ſhall produce for. - 
inſtance, rwo witzeſſes onely, whom for their honors ſake, L 
do make mention of, viz. Mr. Archar Hilderſam of England, 
and 


(27) 

and Mr. Alexander Henderſon of Scotland, both of them of 
bleſſed memory. The one, namely Mr. Alexander Henderſon of 
your own./Yation,whoſe praiſe in the Goſpel, bath been ſo great 
in the Churches abrogd, and whoſe love ſa abounded at home, 
in all knowledg, and in all judgment, in the worſt of times 
with you; and in ſpecial, his moſt prudent and unwearied aQ- 
ing in the Aſſembly of Divines at Weſtminſter, in England, in 
atime of need, till preproperous death put a period to his 
days: I refer the refleQing of thoughts on him, to your ſelves, 
who abundantly knew the proof of him,.with what natural 
love he ſerved you in the Goſpel. He was a b»rning and a 
ſhining light to walk by. Be ye followers of him, as he follow- 
cd (ariſe in walking in /ove. The other, namely Mr. Arthur 
Hilderſam, of our Engliſh Nation ; of him I chuſe to ſpeak 
in Mr. 7ohn Cotton of Boſton his expreſſion, in giving teſtimony, 
of him ; for his ſingular worth, ſee Epiſt. prefixed to Lef?. on 
Fohn 4. He was like one of the chief of Davids Worthies ; not 
among ft the thirty, but among ſt the firſt three. This bleſſed man 
of God, as otherwiſe, and otherwhere, ſo in ſpecial in his Lef?. 
98. on John 4. Angnſt 27. 1611. handleth ar large, and very 
effeftually, (not with inticmg Words of mans wiſdom, but in de- 
monſtration of the Spiris, and of power) the »/eful leſſon for 
Gods people, viz. Not to rejett or deſpiſe any childe of God, be- 
cauſe of weakneſſes, whether the 5nfirmities be error of judg- 
went, frowardneſs, pride, unthankfulneſs, ſlips in converſation, 
ec. Where he direfeth likewiſe, unto the duties that are ow- 
ing to them; and that there ought not to be a judging for 
difference in judgment in Church Controverſies, nor an eſtrang- 
ing in «ffeitiov, nor a vegletting means of — ec. and 
there preſcribing alſo require remedies in this cale, Vid. ibid. 
O therefore, that ſuch firring, »/efwl inferences, from —_— 
deftrine (by an Interpreter, one_of a thouſand ) might cauſe 
our. hearts to burn within us, and ſway us to vow unto the 
mighty God of 7acob, not to enter into the Tabernacle of our 
hoxſe, nor go up unto our beds, nor give ſleepunto our eyes, 
nor ſlumber £0 our eze-l;ds, until ſuch time as ſome bleſſed 

E-2 expedient 


(2) 
xpedien; may befonnd, and obſerved , for eftabfiſhing * truth 
ab eace amongſt Brethren, 
w the Lord of peace himſelf give Fuglend and Scotland 
peace always, by on means, Grace be wit you all, Amer, 


Matth. 5. 9+. 
Bleſſed are "the prace-makers, for they foul be | 
called the children of God. 


| AN 
APPENDEFX 


Humbly offered and ſubmitted to the | 
moſt faithful, prudent, and godly-zealous | 


Patriots of the Honorable Houſe of 


COMMONS, 


| And of the 
Engliſh Nation, 
| Tending to vindicate 


Some late actings and proceedings 


of the High Court of PARLIAMENT, 
and their puiſſant Army, for the promoting of bleſſed 


Fuſtice and lawful Liberty. 


As alſo the alteration of ſet days of Humiliation , 
and appointing of occaſional, 


In certain ſhort exemplary Obſervations, and 


preſent parallel applicatory 1nferences grounded 
| on ſome ſele& Texts of Scripture, 


I Sam. 14. 36, 38, 39,49,43 44,45 ,46,47,48. 

1 Sar. 15. 2,3.7,8,9, 13,14,15, 20,21,24, 32,33. | 

2 Sam. 12. 1,2,3,4,5 ,7,8,9, 13,14. | | 
Zech.7.3,5. and 8. 19. | 
Rom. 15. 4. For whatſoever things were written aforetime, were written far- | 
our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures, might | | 
bawe hope. | 
Pſal.1 rio Order my ſteps in thy word, and let not any inuquity have do»- [ 

winon over me. | 


(3x) 


EEDEDSDADDUSDEDALS 


v Sam. 14. 36,3839, 49,43,44,45,46,47,48. 


Obſervation, T, 


| Ing Saul had a de 

Soveraton' Power, 
and Supream- Authority 
over the Iſraclites, yea, 
over the chief of them 
that were of: the Army or 
Souldiery, and according- 


ly did exerciſe the ſame, | 


even 4s caule and occaſion | 


required, ſee Verl. 36, 
$, 
: II. The people of 
Iſrael; yeu, the. chief of 
the Souldiery acknowledg- 
ed King Sauls awe ſove- 
veraignty over them, and: 


loyally ſubmitted therexn- 


te, 4s indeed it became | 


them [o to- de, fee Verl. 
36, 40. They ſaid (once 
and again') unto Saut, 
Do whatſoever ſeemeth 


I. Paratel inference. 


"= Parliament -of England 
hatch a due Soveraign: Power, 
' and Supream Authority over the 
Nation, yea, over the chief Officers 
of their army,and accordingly doth 
exerciſe the: ſame, in giving the 
Army their Commiſſion, and Di- 
reRion, &c. This is taken for 
granted, as being many ways ſuffi- 
ciently cleered, fee Maſter Prynnes 
Soverain Power of. Parliaments. 

2. 'The :People of: the Engliſh 
Nation, yeazeven the chief of: the 


Army, and Counſel of War, do ac- 


knowledg the due Soveraignty. of 
the/Pacliament ; and alſo do ſybmic 
thereunto, as. doth.-become' them, 
and as indeed they ought to do, 
Thus much may. appear to any inge- 
nuous lookers on, both by the Ar- 
mies Declarations, andallſo by their 
anſwerable conformity, . in the va- 


* good unto thee. | riety of incident occalions. 
III. Jti5 to be wnder- 
ſtood, that the dneneſs of | 


3. The due Soveraign power of 
the Parliament,. and the due ſub- 


Sauls- Soveraign poWer, 


and the dueneſs of the ſub- 


miſſion of the people, or chief of 
the Army, have their Conſiſtency 
in the Rules and DireRions con- 


miſſion of the. people and. 
| 


tained- 


 Go&,* 


Chief of the Army Was 


reording tatheNattof 
according to;the.ath of 
37 Heifion, Iir 
giving to. Ceſar, the 
things that #re(Cefars ; 
and to God, the things 
that are Gods, [ee V. 45. 
Eccleſ. 8.2. Matth. 22.21, 

-' Note. i:Lexinferioris 
non prajudicat, -nec de- 
rogat legi ſuperioris : 
that a, The _ the 
ferior 1s wot preparcial 
wh neither: | pharyiart 
any thing from the LuWof 


the Snperior. 


EV. King Sapl-rras/- 
preſſed very hainonſly and 
odiouſly , in bh devoting 
aud ſentencing - his ſon 
Jonathan , poſt 14190 ar- 


(32) 
tained in the ſacred Scriptures, ut. 
der, this limitation, According to 
the" Oath 'of God, and' In the 


| 


Note. Reforming, and:\Reforth- 

ed Chriſtians do not, they dare not 
pretend or claim otherwiſe. Sith 
they have learned to ſearch the 
Scciptures, and to prove all things, 
and to 0bferve and ho{d falt onely 

| that which is good, fee Fohn 5. 39. 


1.1 Theſis,.21. Sazxls guard did juſtly 


 refuſe"to obey his unlawful com- 
- mand, ſee 1 Sam. 22.17. 

4. The majority of the Sove- 
"raign Parliament - in thoſe their 
.Vores, afſerting the Kings laſt Con- 

ceſſions, to be a ground and found- 
-ationof a good fafe peace; ſwerved 
both highly and haimouſly. Sich ſuch 


Capital piſhosthit ,' evey | his-Conceſſions, if reſted in, were 
to be put to death. 'Sith « evidently dangerous and de- 


ſauch- ſentence tiled not 
ouely to the extr eam dame 
uye, and prejudice of 14s 
ſon Jonathan \,' ind ab» 
jefts , bnt alſo the main 
<iolution of Gods LaW , 
ſee Verf.39. 43,44,45+ 


of ' 4 | 


'V. The ptople 'or chief | 5. Some of the people ar chief 


1 nd as being contrary to the 
Scripture;and to the Solemn Coye- 
| nan ; yes, and thus deemednor 
onely by -the Scots, as hath been 
formerly declared, but alfo by a - 
great part of prutlent, and pious 
Members ; of the Pathament, and 
the generaticy of the truly Relige- 
Ous tn thexwhole Nation. 


of 


(33) 

of Sauls Army , having | of the Parliament Army , having 
means and opportunity , probable power and opportunity 
thereunto ( other meet thereunto (other punctual regular 
means being at that time | means,' being then wanting on chat 
and on that occaſion Want- ) occaſton) did prudently and wor- 
ing ) did worthily hinder, | thily hinder and reſtrain ſome Par- 
and reſtrain Saul ox very | liament Members from entring in+ 
juſt grounds (though not | tothe Houſe in that junRure, when 
altogether regularly)from deſtrutive overtures in agitation, 
ſuch procedure againſt. | were in extream danger of too. 
Jonathan, # hu reſolved | great concurrence thereunto by the 
way of atting unWarrant- | plurality of Votes, had not ſuch 
ably, What ever might | {caſonable anticipation given a 
have been alledged by him | ſtop. Doth not extream neceſſity 
againſt the people ſpeci- i diſregard and paſs by lefler Privi- 
ouſly, or pretended in caſe ledges, and ſubſervient Rules, 
of —_ Perogative | Which otherwiſe might deſervedly 
or Priviledg, ſee Verl 45. | claim a ſacred inviolableneſs? Ler 
T his coxerſe. held by Aza- | the inſtance in the Text, Ver. 45. be 
riah the Prieſt, aud eighty, well weighed, beſides what is cleer- 
Prieſts, ( being valiant | ed by, Chrilt himſelf, Afacth, 12. 


men ) in their. forceable | 3+ 4 5, Oe Like as the Sauldiers 


withſtanding _ of King | did well to cut off the Ropes of 
Uzziah, in 4 caſe of emer- | the Boar, and let her fall off, when 
gent exigency, Was ap- | the Ship men ( who were the 
proved, ſee 2 Chron. 26. | ſupream Governots of the Ship ) 
16,17,18. - were about to flee out of the Ship, 
" Note. Events do nſ#. | © the utter endangering of the 
ally make very cleer and | lives of all che Paſſengers, as the 
ſare diſcoveries and mani- Apoſtle Paub did confidently ad- 
feſtations of the prudenti- | vertiſe, ſee «Atts 27. 30, 31, 32, 
al and faithfulmanage of So ic may ſcem the chief of the 
important expedient un- | Parliament Souldiers did well to 
dertakings ; Which in ' hinder, and reſtrain at preſent from 
their preſent enterpriſings, entring into the Houſe, ſome of che 
; Members { who had they been in 


have ſeemed very dark to \ | 
ſome. As it may eaſily be | he Houſe were of _ Auchority 
: ; in 


| (34) 

diſcerned, by diligent 0b-\, in Voting with the reſt) whereas, 

fervers f eroical AFti- if they had not been ſo reſtrained, 
of 


ons, an the generally ; or ſechided, it was with moſt like- 

received principle , Salts | ly probability apprehended , that 

populi faprema Lex. the majority might have ſwayed by 
Votes, to. the extream prejudice , 
both of the Civil Seate,and Church 
Afﬀairs. 


VF. K: Saul having | 6. Maynt not be toferred hence, 
been juſtly hindered, and | That fach Members of the Parlia. 
reſtrained in his unworthy | ment , as were reſtrained in that 
and pernicious deſigne | nick of time, from the opportunity 
ag4inft Jovathan, even by | of ating unworthily then onely ; 
the chief of the Souldiers ; ought notwithſtanding to have ap- 
He doth notwithſtanding, | plyed themſelves to have retarned 
afterwards apply himſelf 


— and gone on as former- 
t0 aft as became him ac- | iy im the diſcharge of Parlameneary 
cording to hs office, in the Authoritative power, and weighty 


behalf of the Kingdom, | employment committed unto chem 
and againff the rt by the Countries, and Corporati- 
the peace of it, ſee verl. | 00s, for which they were the Re- 
47, 48. eAnd ſuch hic | preſentatives ? Verily had they fo 
approved courſe, tended | approved themſelves (or ſhall any 
very much to the vexing | YE. do ſo in a due way ) it mighe 
of the COMIMOR enemes , much have condaced ro the publike 
and the delivery of Iſrael | 890d ; to the peace of their own 
ont of the hands of jþ oilers,  confciences, and obtaining the Spi- 
ſee verſ.47,48. 'rit of Glory to rect upon them, 


. 


(35) 


1 Sam. I15. 2,3,7,8,9,13, 14,13,20,21,24,32,33 


Obſervation. 1. 


C Aul is hs reign over : 

Iſracl ( the liraclites | 
having earneſtly defired a 
Kungly Government , fee 
I Same$.19. And having 
approved Sauls deſigu- 
went wnto jt, ſee 1 Sam. 
19: #4.) Hein proceſs of 
time had « ſpecial Com- 


{frown , insployment 
Fry 


cate ice 08 Certain 


! 


4 


1. Parallel inference. 


He Engliſh Parliament (lo 
TR deſired, and lo for. 
| and now by the good hand of God 
rovidentially over-ruling, and it 
appily continuing to ſic unto this 
ay) did in due time effequally 
and ſcaſonably engage it ſelf unto 
a faichful endevor (as the cauſe of 
God, and his people required) to 
reſtore the Nation to their Juſt 
Liberties, and to reform Religion, 
which had been withheld de- 


| 


enemies, Whoſe Anceſtors | praved by Tyranny and Antichriſti- 


had raiſed an wujuſt and 
wonatur al War 
the liraclices abowt four 


an Hierarchy (as is tobe ſeen in the 


| Engliſh Hiſtories of Civil and Ec- 
_ bal 


ical Occurrences,) yea, and 


huendrod yeers before, ſeg | bring notorious Delinquents to 
Verl. vp pans Js Juſtice, as the Parliament Remog- 
Exod, 17-8. - |. |: -| | ſrancesdo teſtific. And blefſed be 


fach ucdpeakable;, merciful good- 


| 


._ | neſs, hath viſited the langniſhing 


IT. Saul and the peo- 
pies did 41 good part very: 
vigeronſly purſue their! 
Commuyſjton, in engaging 
lekitsfh enemies, Who bad 
been fnch grand: Delin-: 


gnenes agamſi rhe ligacl. 


Nation, 


| 2.The majority of the Engliſh Par. 


lament, for time after their 
faſt convening, did ac {treauoully 
unto the reforming of ſundry gric 
oppreſſions , both in Common- 
wealch A __ As Aﬀeaics, en 
gaging themſelves many ways ther- 
 uate z- yet Deverthelels, afterwards 

F 2 they 


(36) 
tes: But yet notWith- | Ne. fail'd greatly in unvoting their 
ſtavding. they failed great-; | yotings againſt future addreſſes, 
ly in their not executing | when clear and evident diſcoveries 
impartially , according to | were of unſufferable, deſperate 
the commiſſion and truſt | tyranny ; yea; and at laſt in votin 
aſſioned unto them ;_ in | unworthy Conceſſions to be a j 
that they ſpared King A- | Foundation: of fafe Peace, which 
gag, and the beſt things, | were indeed moſt dangerous and 
fee Verſ:7,8,9; ©  * | deſtrnftive, tending 'to ſpare the 

R EIN 1'capital'Delinquents,and ſuch ſeem- 
_-  t ihg beſt things, of a flouriſhing, vain 
tcondition, as in greateſt likelihood 
would in ſhort time, have involved 
into the former deep gulf of miſery 
2 4 + = © 'f'andrnine, and worſethen before. 
ITT. Saul *motwith-) - 3. Tris very much to be lament. 
ftanding ſuch his rebelli- | ed and deplored, that many of the 
ous miſcarriage againſt | Parliament Members after: their 
God, yet he profeſſeth, and | votings for the Conceſſions as a 
proteſteth the contrary ; | Foundation of good Peace ; and 
either juſtifying, or deny-'| after 'the remarkable Occurrences 
ing, or diſgnifing, or 'ex> | which have enſued thereupon, even 
ouſing, or extenuating hs | hitherto: they do yet notwithſtand- 
fniſter  prevarication ;| ing juſtifie, diſguiſe, excuſe, or ex- 
howbeit,. he was again and-| termate ſuch their yotings , ' what- 
again,tffeftually convinced ever conviftien is,or hath been ſince 
thereof ' by "tho Prophet |'rthat'time ; yea, and do hitherto 
Samuel; ſee Verſ. x3, 14," feem to be well pleaſed in their pre- 
15, 20,21,24. won apt -whole ſecluſion, which was 
> IT 0 FEmaporye.: 5 NL 4 
TV, hea Sant the 34; When the Majority of the 
ſupream Magiſtrate, xd" Partiament failed in great degree, 
berrrayed awvery great de="| as hath been hinted already ;-+then 
gree of unfdithfulneſs mm! the faithfulneſs, juſtice, and'zeal of 
hu» ſparing King: Agag | the leſſer number, remaining, and 
From death; yet the-up- | ſitting in Parltament ( who yet 
rightneſs , juſtice, ws were «full number of Sontirnting 
of ers 


. 


zeal of Samuel the Pro- 
phet, and 7udg, (though 
of mferior Authority then 
Saul )* #2. fingularly ap- 
proved in his bringing 
King Agpag to juſtice, ſee 
Vert.32, 33: 


V. NotwithRanding 


that Agag was 4 King.yet 


| 


hu King ſhip did not pri- 

viledg him to be above 
Law, neither did hu pre- 
rogative exempt him from 
legal proceeding againſt 
him, ſee Verl. 32, 33. 
Joſhua, Gideon, and 
Jehu, were approved in 
their due executing of De 
linquent Kings, ſee 
Rogers 53. Serm. on 
Judzes. 

Note. There 2 one one- 

hz, abſolute, and indepen. 


037) 

Members of an undeniable Parlia- 
mentary power )a highly praiſe. 
worthy in their aPPointing an high 
Court of Juſtice, for the due bring- 
ing of capital: Delinquents to j 
TIryal and Sentence, for the exe- 
cuting of condign' puniſhment up- 
on them. 

5. It is a weak and unwarrant- 
able plea for Kings (if their Might 
do not overcome Right) that their 
Kingſhip raketh them off from be- 
ing ſubje& to Law. 


| 


| 


Note. All grant that ſubjeas 
may have the benefit of the Law 


dent Lavwgiver, who #5 the 
King of Kings and Loyd 
of Lords, ſee Iſai. 32,22. 
Jam. 4. 12, 1 Tim. 


#444 41% 


4 


V1, ' Samveli#dguſtoce 


3 BILL: . $ & 87 (41 1 


6 44 © 1, 


| 


| againſt the King incaſe of Goods, 
-and Lands, by vertne of the legality 
of the eighth Commandment of 
the Decalogie. And tryalsinſuch 
caſe-haye been very uſuzÞ in Zg- 


if 74d.” Why not: muth \more' (there: 


fore-in the caſe of notorious blood- 
guiltineſs, by 'vertye of the' ſixth 
Commandment of —— 
146. The High Court 6f Juſtice 


on King Agap being Pres” 
of Ifrael ," to: exeonte 'the 


entence-of God proxowneed 


| 


rected” by'the'Parliament;- have 
juſtly ſchrenced the great:and hain- 
ous Delinquents unto Juſt puniſh- 

ment, 


(38) 

againff Amalek , Which | ment, however ſuch proceeding 
was negletrd Ir : | hath not becn ordinarily (means 
T hat it wight WF alſo « having been wanting) uſed. 'Thar 
terror to other Kings , | this courſe alſo maybe a terror 20 
that they perſecute not the ' the greatc{t perfonages, that - 
people of Ged, ſee Doftor | may not opprebs, nor raiſe unju 
Widler ow '1 Sam, 15. 33. | and anarucal war in the Nation. 


<— —_ 


2 Sam. 12. 1,2,3-445,7 8,9, 13,14: 


Obſervation. 1. | I, Parallel Inference. 
TIS the King of \ Ings inall ages and times (ag 
Iſrael having highly well as others ) falling 


and hainouſly trayſgreſſed | occaſion into ſcandalous and capt. 
in the matter of Uriah, | tal offences; a faithful and impac- 
the Hittite, ſee 1 Kings | tial courſe of conviction re- 
IF. 5. compared with | proof, onght to be held with them 
2 Sam. 11, 2, He Was | by meet perſons, as juſt opportuni- 
therefore, according to, ty may ſerve thereunto, The Law 
Gods direftion, to be con- | is given to Kings as well as to 0- 
winced and reproved of | thers ; and therefore they ought to 
ſuch his capital fas by Na- | know it, and be convinced by it 

than the Prophet, ſee | that their hearts may nor belified 
Verl.. 2,7,8,9. | up, ſee Dest. 17.18; 19, 20. Ho. 

| I 


3-I. 
IL. For the better and | 3. It is Gods will that ſuch per. 
more effeiiual convincing | ſons, whom it may more ſpecially 
id, the King, 'of | bis ; concern, do hold the moſt effeQtual 
| ou, a- | courſe, for the deteRing and con. 
' Ged | vixcing groſſe offenders of the vile 
drefied Nathan 19 take | and odious fas, 4hey- ave tainted 
ap 8 parable in bis month. | With ; whether oppreſſion, . tyran- 


- 


Sith is ſuch way of ex- | By, adulkery murder, &c. ' And in 


prefſeon,there was a ſpecial caſe of ual couricheld, (and 
| Aor 


\ 


(39) 

efficacious vertue, ſee Ver. | nor prevailing 3 whether by ſimili- 
1,2,3,4+ ſee alſo J thams eudes or otherwiſe ) the Delin- 
Parable in ſuch caſe, | quents ſhall remain untraRable, and 
Jude. 9. 7- Tea and our | obſtinate, they may certainly be 
Saviours moſt anthorita- lefe without excuſe, ſee Hoſes 
tive conrſe therein, Mat. | 13. 10. 
21. 45. 

111. King David who | 3 Hainons capital Tranſgreſ- 
had more underſtanding ' ſors, whoever they are, whether 
then all his Teachers , [ee high or low ; ought without any 
Plal. 119.99. cAnd Who | re ped of perſons, tobe adjudged 
Was alſo A man ſingularly by the Magiltrate ( fitting on the 
zealous , ſee Pſal. 119. ſeat of Juſtice, and bearing the 
139. He having now Sword) to ſuch corporal puniſh- 
heard and obſerved acleer | ment, as the nature of the offence 
evittion 11 thecaſe repre- | calleth for in its deſert, whether 
ſentedin the parable of the | death, or any other, ſee Rows. 1 3.4. 
:nwplied Delinquent ; he Note. There ought to be an un- 
evew as right reaſon reſiſtable force in Right Reafon, to 
gwided, gave this juſt ſen- ſway Judges ro a according to it, 
rexce, That he was wor- Atts 4.20. 


thy to die, /ce Verl.5. 
I'V. The general and + The Law-and Minde of God, 
ment of 


indefinite expreſſion in rouching rhe capital puniſh 
the fly avoral by j the polſuting » and crying" fin of 
Nathan, Ver. 2, 2, 3, 4 | Wilful murder , whoſoever is the 
Moving David on juft | committer of ir, yea, though he be 
ground, unto ſuch his ſen- | © blood-guilty King,may net be 
tence; Ver. 5. is particu- | the Magiſtrate looked upon as onc 
larty applyed by Nathan | ©© be diſpenſed withal, lec Gam. 9. 
to David himſelf, verſ.7. | 6 Namb. 35+ 30, 33+ 
So as David ſaw it did be- | 26. 52- 
long mnnto himſelf , al- 
thowgh a King as well as 
to any other faulty in ſuch 
kinde, ſee ver\.13. | $0 

V. Gods fparing David | 5. The unfearchable ways of the 


one 


” (40) 
from death ,' and yet ap- | one onely abſolute Lawgiver, even 
pointing the childe to | the infinite, molt wiſe, holy, and 
death, ſeeverl.13, 14. «5 | juft God, ought to be admired and 
it argued Gods abſolute | adored, ec Rom. 11. 33, 34. But 
foveraignty «7 and inde* | the people of God ought to walk, 
pency in doing What he | and a&, according to his revealed 
will, yea, touching bus ; cho in his Word, ſee Dexter. 
Laws; ſo it ſheweth his \ 29. 29. 

juſt ſeverity againſt mur- 
der, ſee Ibid.1 3,14- | 
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Zechar. 7. 1,2,3,4,5- & 8.19. . 
"Obſervation I. Parallet Inference. 1, 


' was well underſtood T hath been well underſtood by 
by the people of God, | A the Reformed Churches in Fu= 
the Fews (nnto Whom one rapes and particularly by the people 
ly in the Old Teſtament | 0 God in Exgland, who. hereto- 
times were committed the fore lived under the ſpiritual Baby- 
Oracles and Ordinances of | loniſh captivity ; that the ſacred 
Ged, as their fingular ad- | Ordinance of Religious Humiliati- 
vantage; and preferment, | 0N On juſt cauſe and occaſion, is 
ſee Plal. 147. 19,20. Rom, , very requiſite in New . Teſtament 
I; 1,2.) yea, even by thoſe c1Mmes, AS well as it was of old, 
Zews, who lived in the | even according to the New Teſta. 
time. of the Babyloniſh | ment doctrine of Chriſt, and his 
captivity, and neWwly after Apoſtles ; and accordingly they do 
the return thence, that | Exerciſe themſelves therein. This 
the divine Ordinance of may evidently appear to any that 
Religious and Solemn | Oblcrveth che doctrine and practice 


FHaaniliation wn Poſing of che Reformed Churches, and 


e | Particularly, andiin 2 ſp:cial, and 
effeAual maner in the Engliſh Na- 
tion, even unto this day ; as the 

"| 


and Prayer, on juſt cau 
and oconſion thereunto, 
Was very requiſite ; and 


(21) 
AQts of Parliament, for Faſting, 
and Prayer, 'in April 19. and Xay + 


17. do bear witneſs, 1649. 


accordingly did exerciſe 
themſelves therein, ſee 
Verſ(.3.5. Dan.9.3. Ezr. 
8. 21. Nehe.1.4. 

11. The feWs of thoſe | 2, The people of God in Zng- 


times alſo knew well What | land, do likewiſe by the patterns in 
were the kinaes and Ways | Scripture, know well the approved 
of ſuch religious Hamili- | Kindes and ways of religious Humi.. 
ation, in Faſting and | liation in Faſting and Prayer, and 
Prager, and anſWerably | anſwerably as any juſt occaſion and 
as the emergeney of the | opportunity requireth,and ſerveth, 
cauſe, and opportunity | they are wont to ſet themſclyes 
ſerved thereunto, they ex- | thereunto, viz. 
erciſed themſelves. I. Publikely, as Parliament and 
I. Pablikely,as publike | Rulers do appoint and require, 
| Anthori(ed Perſons order- 2. Privately, as Families ap- 
ed, Ezra 8. 21. pm themſelves in England, a> 
2. Privately, as the | bove other Nations. 
| Governors of Families |. 3: Secretly, as conſcientious per- 
[aw it meet, Eſth.4.16, | ſons having ability and opportuni- 
3. Secretly and alone, | ty, approvethemſelves to him that 
as any ſingular perſon ſaw | ſeeth in ſecret. 


fit, Dan.9.3. Nehe. 1.4. 
III. The Jews had'| 3. The Reformed Churches in 


likewiſe: the prudence to |'theirdoQrine and praQtice of. Faſt 
diſcern What were ſpecial \itig, ate wont alſo to infilt pruden- 
cauſes and occaſions, that | tially on the occaſions and cauſes 

gave calling to ſuch reli- | noted in Scripture, to be obſerveg ' 
gious Humnnliatios, vit."\ in theſe New Teltament-times, as 
Greater and more n08676*\\"way- ifthereunto; and pareicular- 
ons fins, andwoiks to be do*| 1y it is whats in ;Exgland.. Many: yet 
precated, ava —_— | alive oo & poorer how ſince the 
and affetiing: blefſine} ro \ time \of Reformation 4 Queen 


be cbrained? ſve Werk3.:t3 
av the ofthe TOM \ais iliarionshavebeer.oblerved: onoc- 
ready aynorbd SF Daniel} cievn of War, :Famie, and Peſti« 
Evra, 4w4BEſthen' nt GR ev teſs- _ 
. the 


(42 ) 
Note, The cnrrent Me ſitting of the preſent Parlia. 
- ſfireamof Orthodox Inter- | ment there hath been yery much 
preters,comparing Verl.3. | occaſional Faſting required, even 
5. chap $8.19. with Jere. | as floods of evils have invaded , 
5.2. and 41. doconceive, | viz. In the behalf of Ireland fre 
that the fpecial occaſions | quently ; in regard of unſeaſonable 
of theſe four Fafts were. | weather ; in regard of pernicious 
t- The ſiege laid before \ Errors, and Herefies, March 19. 
Jeruſalem , i che tenth | 1646 &c. Yea, the Parliament in 
moneth. 2, The taking of | their late AR for the Faſt that was 
Jeruſalem in the fourth | on April 19. 1649. do acknow- 
_ moneth. 3. The burning | ledg, They have learned from the 
of the Temple in the fift | Word of God; and the example 
moneth. 4. The murder | of his people in all ages; and like- 
of Gedaliah i» rhe ſeventh | wiſe their own experience, the (in- 
moneth. Now touching | gular advantage. of due occaſional 
theſe conceits of the godly | Faſting. And albeir, for juſt cauſe 
learned , T he Obſervator ay have annulled the monethly 
acknowledgeth that thoſe Faſt, yet at the ſame time they en. 
occurrences were very ſad, | ated a Faſt in the behalf of 1-6 
and might well cauſe deep | Aﬀairs, to be obſerved on May 
Humiliation to the Jews ; | 17- 1649. next enſuing. And 
yer obſerveth,that there «5 | bleſſed be God, that hath hither, ſo 
not the leaſt hint in any | ordered their hearts, and ways, for 
Texts of, Zechariah or | the promoting of the true welfare 
Jeremiah, or elſewhere 11 | not onely of England, but Ireland 
Bible, to fofen ſuch aſſer- | allo. | 
tion of the mentioned oc- | | 
caſions, as the cauſe of ſach their anniverſary monethly Faſting, 
T he ſlaughter of King Jolias, and captivity, in the third yeer of 
Jehoiakim, wot Jong before , were moſt ſad occurrences, aud 
might juſtly alſa ( as they did) occaſion great monrning, as Well 
as theſe forr in hand : So that it ts 69% Interpreters Would 
be cantions in their Expreſſions, and not he too bold in. their 
Preachings and Printings, in aſſerting and publiſhing for current, 
that Which the Scripture 1s wholly ſilent 1s; Who knowerh nog 
What miſchief hath enſued by avcaſie receiving of Tradition; ? 
As 


ſeemeth to diſlihe and re- 


| four Faſts, as not being 


ſee Tfai. 29. 13. Col. 2.1 


(43) 
As for the Mourning and Faſting of the Jevs, frequently in the 
time of ſeventy yeers captivity, which was ſo grievous, every one 
that obſerveth, may ſee there was canſe enough, ſee Lamentations, 


Pſa. 137.1, 


IV. Howbeit , God | 
might approve and accept 
the Fews in their occaſion- 
al Humiliation and Faſt- 
3ng./o far as the exigencies 
of the ſeventy yeers capti- 
vity did call thereunto,and 
as fincerity ſwayed in the 
munage thereof, wnto juſt 
ends ; yet nevertheleſs, he : 


prove the anniverſarineſs, 


or monethlineſs of their 


commanded nor diretted | 
wnto by him, ſee verl. 5. 
Sith God required one 
onely Larehy wn Faſting | 
and Humiliation, on the 
tenth day of the ſeventh 
moneth, Levit.23.27. and 
it onely peculiar to old 
Teſtament times : So that 
theſe ſuch their ſet, 
monethly, anniver{6 

Faſts, ſeemed in point of 


ſet-time to be a Will-Wor- 


ſhip, and humane Inven- 


$i0n reproved in Scripture, 


22, 23. And. ever thus 
Interpreters ds gloſs on 


4. Howbeit, God may have 
been pleaſed to accept a courſe of 
Faſting and Humiliation' in the Re- 
formed Churches, and more ſpeci- 
ally in Exg/axd, in ſome ſet times 
of moneths together, and of late, 
for divers yeers together, moneth-» 
ly in the behalf of Ireland ; in as 
much as much ſincerity might be in 
the ends and manage thereof in 
great part, whatever formality 
and undue carriage might creep in, 
&c. Yer nevertheleſs, the ſet-time 
of moneths and yeers, may ſeem to 
have wanted good ground. Ortho- 
dox Divines Jo condemn, as other- 
wiſe ; ſo in a ſpecial maner in point 
of ſer-time , The Lent Faſt, albeic 
of great Antiquity,and of long ufe; 
the Ember week Faſts pretended in 
imitation of theſe four monerhly 
Faſts of 7ews, Friday Faſts, and 
Eves of Feſtivities, &c. which Re- 
formed Churches have therefore 
abrogated ; and in theſe our Re- 
forming times, are totally abro- 
gated in Exglend,by Parliamentary 
Authority, The Scots to their high 
praiſe ( > other Churches) in 
the yeer 1560, the firſt yeer of their 
Univerſal Reformation, Oy ve 
all anniverſary ſer-times for divine 

G 3 worſhip, 


——_— 


(as) 
on Zech.7.5.T he Geneva | worſhip, ſave the Lords day, which 
Wote or Text there , ur, | is of divine Inftitution, See Re-ex- 
That as the Jews 'Were | aminateon of Articler \ enatted at 
diverſly reproved, ſo that | Perth. 161X. ſundry ſtrong Reaſons 
ſuch their Faſts (for the goo obſerving ſet-times , &c- 
[et-time of them ) Were'\ 1rueit is, The prerence of the ob- 


| irented by - themſelves. | ſerving a monethly Faſt tn Eng- 


Learned Junius and Tre- © Iau, onely whileſt the 1riſb trow- 
mellins Annor.. Summa own ſhould-remain, is- more: {peci- 
redzrgutionis eſt; Jejunia'| ous then rhe fuperſtirious .con rſe of 
hec ( anniverſarta) vobis | Papiſts and Hierarchical Conform- 
non imperavit Deus. | iſts ( whoſe old Leven is. not 
1. The ſum of the Re- | hitherto wholly purged out) who 
prof is, God did not comt-* fetino' ſuch bounds. z but yet-the 
mand yott to obſerve ſnch | Prexence ar beſt can-be: no other 
our ( yeerly 'monteth * ) | theti whar-the Jews pretended for 
Faſts: W. Pemble'in his | their fer Faſts, during the ſeventy 
Expofit. on TEOREY, 1085 | yeers captivity, fee Zech, 7+ 3, 5- 
out at Large ſuch their Re- | The Parliament therefore appro- 
proof for may to of | ving; and requiring occalional Hiu- 
thoſe Faſts , Chap. 7. Fl miliation in. Faſting and Prayer, 
Unto me, even to me. | harh done well to'enaR the annul- 
Sach interrogation hath a | ing of that monethly-Falt, and-in 
vehement denial, That a prudential way to enaRt occaſion» 
(a otherwiſe failing was, 11 Faſting, both. in. che behalt of 
{o) the time Was nor ror” | Ireland, and otherwiſe, as. in their 
mauded by God. That \ Religious and Conſciencious Witf- 
which pretended from | doms do judg the meerelt. 

theſe wordt of Calyin on, | 

Zech.$.'19. — Non dicemushac jejunia temereaut.perperam 
fuiffe ab illis ſuſcepta, &r. -7/e fall wor-ſay, T har thoſe their 
 Fafts were raſbly vr ainly undertaken 5 &6. If. the ſcope and 
fariſe be candidly and 'ingennonfly weighed » he plendeth wat tn 
eppribation of the ſer Cuterrinſ fiſowr monerk Fats, is 
point of ſet, rr aa he 5pner*: but of theirdeing duty 
aft i a mournfut deporrment,” expreſſes by Faſting, at ths 

eghuning of the cattzbity. It's well known,'char Calem Was we 
friend to ſuperſtifious ſet-times for will-Wor ſbip. V. The 


4 

V. The jews ſometime | 5. Many godly zealots returned 
after the firſt return of | from ſpiritual Babyloniſs captivity, 
ſome of them from the ! having had ſcruples, and made in- 
captivity, enquire What | quiries, touching late monethly 
was meeteſt to be done in Laſts (who yet have been conſcien. 
point of their ſet Humilia- | cious in obſerving occaſional Faſts) 
tion, verl. 1,2, 3. And a | have now good fatisfation by the 
ſatisfying anſwer is given | late AR of Parliament, annulling 
to them, ver\.4, 5. the monethly faſting, and yet en- 

_ occaſional faſting, even as 
occaſ1on requireth, 

VI. The Words of the 6. The people of God. of the 
Text in Zech. 8, 19. pro- | Engliſh Nation, having ſown in 
pheſyiug or promiſing joy | tears divers moneths and yeers, 
end gladneſs, &c. inſtead | walking mourntully before the 
of monethly faſting , do | Lord, andexerciſing Humiliation in 
not infer an approbation of | their meaſure, as caule and occalzon 
the four ſet monethly faſt hath required, and are ſtill in ſuch 
ing yeers after yeers ; Sith | wile affected , ſhall finde to. their 
ſuch juſt reproof was comfort , That their courſe ſhall 
thereunto, Chap.7.5. But | not bein vain in the Lord. The 
they ſeem to infer that | valley of Achor ts given for a door of 
there ſhould be a change of hope. | 
the ſtate of future times, | 
and that ſuch as had mourned unfeignedly in a godly maner , 
that they ſhould be comforted, ſee Plal.126. 5,6. 


